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ASYAD GLOBAL LOGISTICS CHALLENGE
Expo 2020 Dubai, 2-4 November


ABOUT ASYAD GROUP

Asyad Group is the Sultanate of Oman’s global integrated logistics service provider. Ranked the fourth biggest logistics company in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) by Forbes Middle East magazine for the year 2021, the USD 4 billion enterprise is attracting foreign direct investments as well as local and international customers keen to leverage the country’s integrated logistics facilities and end-to-end solutions to meet market needs.  
The Group operates three deep ports, two free zones and an economic zone in addition to providing full maritime services with one of the largest drydocks in the Middle East. Furthermore, it owns a diversified fleet of 60 vessels, supported by a sea transport network that connects Oman to 86 commercial ports in 40 countries worldwide. 
Contributing to building the future of Oman, Asyad continues to invest and diversify its resources. The Group also serves the increasing regional demand of e-commerce through its renowned Asyad Express service that offers its customers a full suite of fulfilment and last-mile solutions through its state-of-the-art fulfilment center spanning over 3,000m2. The Group’s fully integrated solutions and assets are empowered and backed by a USD 20 billion world-class government-provided infrastructure which includes five airports and an extensive network of roads. 
ASYAD GLOBAL LOGISTICS CHALLENGE 

· 2-4 November at Dubai Exhibition Centre (DEC).
· Key partners: Hypermotion Dubai and Omantel
· 2 fast-paced competitions that seek to harness the talent of entrepreneurs and creative thinkers to solve some of the issues faced by the global logistics industry.
· The competitions aim to find sustainable solutions to today's challenges and tomorrow’s aspirations and leverage opportunities arising in both the Omani and global markets.

GLOBAL LOGISTICS HACKATHON (2-4 NOVEMBER)

· Challenging promising data scientists to showcase their skills and share their ideas on how to harness emerging technologies to advance the transport and logistics sectors.
· Challenges include vessel maintenance prediction, vessel fuel and route optimization, marine sensors using IoT, emissions monitoring, and Ports asset damage identification using image processing.
· Winning solutions will be evaluated using AI algorithms. 

GLOBAL LOGISTICS STARTUP CHALLENGE (2-3 NOVEMBER)
 
· Giving up-and-coming entrepreneurs a platform to compete for a life-changing prize of USD 50,000. 
· Targeting established local and global logistics startups. 
· Featuring participants across six key growth pillars for mobility and transport logistics, namely artificial intelligence, cyber security, robotics, logistics, smart mobility and drones.
· Focus areas include Last Mile, freight companies, freight forwarders, transportation, and container handling.
· Includes a pitch contest, where teams will present their solutions to an audience of regional and international investors. 
· The program also features networking events with industry leaders, speaking opportunities and a dedicated mentorship clinic to support the startups as they grow.

FIRESIDE CHAT SESSION

· Fireside chat session between Abdulrahman Al Hatmi, CEO of Asyad Group and Eleni Giokos, CNN Anchor and Correspondent.
· To discuss how an “Integrated Supply Chain Model Weathers Tectonic Global Shifts.”


KEY FIGURES AND HIGHLIGHTS

ASYAD GLOBAL LOGISTICS CHALLENGE 

Total number of applicants (Startup and Hackathon): 632
Total number of participates (Startup and Hackathon): 57 
Total Number of Countries Represented: 15 across 6 continents 


GLOBAL LOGISTICS HACKATHON
· [bookmark: _Hlk86678667]Total Number applicants: 588 from around the world 
· Total number of final participants: 45 data scientists from 12 countries
· Participating Countries: Oman, UAE, Belgium, India, Turkey, Australia, Morocco, Belarus, Brazil, Ukraine, Iraq, Pakistan
· 8 Mentors from Asyad will be supporting the data scientists, including the first Omani Merchant shipping Master, Alaa Aziz 

GLOBAL LOGISTICS STARTUP CHALLENGE
· Total number of applicants: 44 Start-ups from around the world
· Companies qualified to semi-finals: 12 from 6 countries 
· Participating Countries: UAE, Netherlands, USA, Australia, Qatar, Oman
· 6 key growth pillars (artificial intelligence, cyber security, robotics, logistics, smart mobility and drones)

· Speakers at Startup Mentorship Clinics:
· Irina Albanese, Head of Innovation MEA, DHL Innovation Center
· Tala Al Ansari, Director - Innovation Ecosystem, EXPO 2020 
· Nelio Leone, CEO & Founder, Urban Monks
· Elliot Denham, Senior Associate Manager of Startup Programs, DTEC







· Startup Judges 
· Semi-Final Round 
· Ghaith Al Darmaki, CTO, ASYAD Group (Oman)
· Baha Allawati, VP Enterprise, Omantel (Oman)
· Hussein Wehbe, Entrepreneur & Logistics Expert (UAE)
· Nancy Assaad, Founder, The Marketing Boutique & Member, Young Arab Leaders (UAE)

· Final Round 
· Ghaith Al Darmaki, CTO, ASYAD Group (Oman)
· Baha Allawati, VP Enterprise, Omantel (Oman)
· Essam Disi, Director of Strategy & Policy, Dubai SME (UAE)
· Rabih Khoury, Managing Partner & Chief Exit Officer, Middle East Venture Partners (UAE)
· Khalifa Al Qama, Director of Future Lab, Dubai Future Foundation (UAE)

· Prize Money
· A total $50,000 prize money sponsored by Asyad and Omantel, the technology partner of the Challenge: 
· 1st place: US$ 25,000 
· 2nd place: US$ 15,000 
· 3rd place: US$ 10,000 


















SPOKESPERSON PROFILE
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Eng. Abdulrahman Al Hatmi 
Group CEO
Asyad Group 

 
Eng. Abdulrahman Al Hatmi is the Group CEO of Asyad, Oman’s flagship logistics and supply chain group, offering end-to-end solutions from ports, free zones, maritime shipping and last-mile express delivery. 
 
Abdulrahman is one of the Middle East’s top logistics pioneers- a business-growth leader; building startups, establishing competitive businesses and advancing homegrown companies to become global brands. He was a key player in the development of Oman’s National Logistics Strategy 2040—now overseeing its implementation and spearheading the sector’s economic growth through his current role. 
 
Abdulrahman led the inception of Asyad Group, consisting of end-to-end logistic solutions spanning three major Ports with their associated Freezones, as well as Oman Shipping, Oman Post, Oman Dry Dock and Transport companies. As a mechanical engineer, he worked in the oil and gas industry for 14 years, subsequently, he founded two successful start-ups, winning market share in a highly competitive business environment and delivering double-digit EBITDA growth.
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Ghaith Al Darmaki 
Chief Technology Officer 
Asyad Group

Ghaith Al Darmaki is the Group Chief Technology of Asyad, the most integrated logistics group in the Middle East.  Ghaith has more than 16 years of experience in leading digital transformations in different industries, including telecom and aviation. 
 
In his recent position, Ghaith spearheaded Oman's national carrier's digital transformation program, which led the business to its success. He has also delivered nation-wide ICT projects and telecom projects locally, regionally, and internationally. 
 
As the Group CTO at Asyad, his deep understanding of cutting-edge technologies will give him the opportunity to effectively improve the overall performance of the Group, create technology synergies with all the existing companies, and enhance technological innovations across the portfolio of existing solutions and products.   
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